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miners and munition workers were being similarly
combed. But the withdrawal of more men from
the land broke the farmers' spirit. They were
already finding it intolerably difficult to keep their
cultivation going, and it proved impossible to take
away their best men and at the same time call on
them to plough up their best pastures.

So when the Corn Production (Amendment) Bill,
1918, was introduced, to give the Food Production

Department further powers of compulsion
Opposition      to secure the breaking-up of grass-land,

Parliament met it with lively opposition.
Taken as a whole, the agricultural
experiment had produced results which definitely
helped the nation through a crisis. This fact,
however, did not mollify critics who were suffering
from a sense of personal grievance or affront to
their personal dignity.

The orders issued for breaking up the land were
not always acceptable.    Although in the main the

selection was fair and prudent, there must
Defects of      have been occasions when the choice was

doubtful   .and   somc   PerhaPs    wh(*e   it
was definitely unwise-    The instruments

used for carrying out this improved programme
were by no means the best, but they were the best
available under war conditions. That was inevitable
in an organisation which had to be set up in a hurry to
meet a pressing emergency. Experts had to be picked
from such material as was left after a good deal of
the best had either gone to the front or been com-
mandeered for other war work. Mistakes were
therefore inevitable and the disgruntled gave them
the widest publicity.

Many members of Parliament had experienced in